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Christmas, Easter and Birthday!
Annual celebrations help us reflect on the year past and future 

With Easter nearly here, the Food Bank’s third Birthday in February and 
Christmas only two months ago it felt right to use these important markers of 
each year to reflect. In the Bible we read in the first of Paul’s letters to the Corinth 
Church ‘For there are these three things that endure: Faith, Hope and Love, but 
the greatest of these is Love’. That line holds an eternal truth about it and it is so 
encouraging that due to your generosity our food bank is able to live by that 
truth.

Firstly, Christmas 2015 was the Bank’s most ambitious yet and thanks 
to great generosity and organisation we provided nearly 100 Christmas 
hampers, nappies, clothing and other gifts to the families and individuals we 
support through Sure Start and Refuge. That was in addition to ensuring 
everyone received their normal parcels of food and household items.

February saw the third Birthday of the Food Bank and with approximately 5000 
food parcels given out, the many people who have attended the money course 
and Job club and the way we have been a listening ear to so many people we can 
definitely celebrate a significant ministry of faith, hope and love. March sees 
Easter arrive early and we are ready again to provide not only food but the hope 
that Easter brings. Each family will receive a ‘Real Easter Egg’, a Fairtrade 
chocolate egg which explains the Christian understanding of Easter. That time 
will also see Rev Mike Lowe move from the area to follow a calling to be the 
Baptist Union’s Communication Enabler. For the moment Mike will remain as 
the Food Bank’s communicator as well. This is so he can remain connected to 
what is happening on the ground and pass that on to a wider audience. After all, 
real stories of faith hope and love are what we all need to hear about.
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If you go to church locally

But I don’t go to church...

What will I need to do?

Most of the local churches are now 
involved. Please ask one of your 
leaders. Alternatively contact Rev 
Mike Lowe and he will get you 
onboard. Contact him on 07950 
036019.

Then please contact Mike direct 
and he will make arrangements for 
you.

At the heart of this project is a 
shared commitment through the 
small giving of lots of people. So all 
you will need to do is decide which 
food or household item you would 
like (for example a tin of tuna or 
washing up liquid) to buy each 
week and then drop it in to one of 
the churches or arrange to see 
Mike. If you would like to attend the 
Money Course or Job Club please 
get in touch.

How to support the food
bank or join a money 
course or the Job Club

Just two months ago, 
faith hope and love 
was gathered round 
the Christmas tree at 
Sure Start. Every child 
that came in was 
wowed by the sight.
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