
Christmas is coming...
It can be the worst time of year but we can help fill it with hope

The young Mum quietly entered Surestart and said that she had 
been referred to receive a food parcel. On being happily welcomed she was 
clearly moved by what the bank did and what it was about to do for her. She 
asked who was doing this and that is was so good. The tears then flowed as 
she was overwhelmed by receiving an act of love when the rest of her life was 
shrouded in darkness and difficulty. She then said ‘there are some good 
people out there’. For those that witnessed this moment it was not only 
emotional but motivational and enforced the core reason of what we are 
doing this for - to give a loving hand up to those most in need locally. It is 
hoped sharing this moment will do the same for those reading this 
newsletter. Recently a columnist reflected that the poorest in society are 
dependant on acts of love. Changes to the welfare state mean that some 
people are having to move away from the places where they received 
kindness and love from friends, family and neighbours. Arriving somewhere 
new and with no back up makes life very difficult. That is where the love given 
through our food bank is making a real difference as that young Mum has 
shown.

Christmas is coming and we will have our last Food Bank on Thursday 
19th December at which we hope to supplement the double bags with a 
wrapped family present of a tin of biscuits. If you would like to be one of those 
gift givers please speak with your church co-ordinator or with Mike (details 
opposite). Whether you are Christian or not, the true Christmas story is one 
so helpful for those we are trying to support. Forget the tinsel, expectations 
and gifts this is about hope arriving when all other doors have been shut. The 
brilliance of the Christmas story is that God arrives in the world with nothing 
and is dependant on the love of ordinary people in order to live. Christmas 
will be hard for many of the families that we are supporting as they battle with 
their situation and the heavy expectation of it being a ‘Happy Christmas’. 
What your continued support will do is to show that love and hope are the 
essential ingredients not only for a happy Christmas but a happy life. 
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If you go to church in Alvaston

But I don’t go to church...

What will I need to do?

Most of the local churches are now 
involved. Please ask one of your 
leaders. Alternatively contact Rev 
Mike Lowe and he will get you 
onboard. Contact him on 07950 
036019 or by email on: 
minister@boultonlane.org.uk 

Then please contact Mike direct 
and he will make arrangements for 
you.

At the heart of this project is a 
shared commitment through the 
small giving of lots of people. So all 
you will need to do is decide which 
food or household item you would 
like (for example a tin of tuna or 
washing up liquid) to buy each 
week and then drop it in to one of 
the churches or arrange to see 
Mike.
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