
Major milestone for food bank
As the bank gets busier, we reflect on a significant statistic

As we enter autumn the food bank is getting busier. At the end of the last six 
week block we were supporting 21 families. Our new block has been the 
busiest start with 14 families, two emergency bags and two elderly single 
people, one via Alvaston's Community Support worker and one through 
another support agency that works out of the Surestart centre.

At the start of October we entered our ninth month of the project and 
a significant statistic to reflect on is that we will shortly have used our first 
1000 bags. This can be greeted with a great sense of achievement and also 
great dismay. In terms of achievement it is a sign that the project you are 
supporting has provided hundreds of meals for many local hungry people, 
particularly children. It has also been a great team project - between the 
churches and between the churches and Surestart. Not only that, many 
other individuals have contributed, enabling a large self sustaining network. 
This all comes together on a Thursday afternoon when the food is either 
given out or picked up and distributed through family workers. This is worth 
celebrating and goes to show that large numbers of people can work 
together when the communication is good. 

The 1000th bag is also something for which we wish we didn’t have 
to reflect on - wishing that local people and families were not going hungry. It 
is easy in our ‘blame game’ culture to point the finger at the government or 
individuals lifestyles. However when talking to food bank recipients it reveals 
complicated and often heart rending situations that no quick fix can help. 
What these and all people including you and I need is a circle of support. 
Through good times and bad we are then able to share with others what we 
are going through. Sadly, community is so fragmented in this country that 
many people you have helped are very isolated. We must therefore create 
new community and being part of this food bank you are doing that. The 
challenge then for us all is to use the positive story of our community to make 
that extra effort to smile and say ‘good morning’ to those we pass in the 
street, get to know our neighbours more and stay in close touch with friends 
and family. The food bank can and will make other good things happen.

Working for the good of all local to Alvaston

The All Christians Together

Issue 4, October 2013

food bank
newsletter 

If you go to church in Alvaston

But I don’t go to church...

What will I need to do?

Most of the local churches are now 
involved. Please ask one of your 
leaders. Alternatively contact Rev 
Mike Lowe and he will get you 
onboard. Contact him on 07950 
036019 or by email on: 
minister@boultonlane.org.uk 

Then please contact Mike direct 
and he will make arrangements for 
you.

At the heart of this project is a 
shared commitment through the 
small giving of lots of people. So all 
you will need to do is decide which 
food or household item you would 
like (for example a tin of tuna or 
washing up liquid) to buy each 
week and then drop it in to one of 
the churches or arrange to see 
Mike.
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